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Hare Krishna!  

Dear Reader, 

Welcome to the second issue of the monthly 
newsletter of Govinda Dham and Bhaktivedanta 
Academy, ISKCON NOIDA. We are very happy 
to receive your feedback and how this initiative 
is inspiring you to serve Sri Sri Radha Govinda 
Dev more. This encourages us to serve you 
better. 

This issue also features a special coverage of 
Vyasa puja celebrations of His Holiness 
Lokanath Swami Maharaja in Pandharpur, 
Maharashtra and at Noida temple. 
 
We hope Govinda Dham‟s newsletter continues 
to inspire you.  
 
Your servants, 
at the editorial team  

Govind Dham and Bhaktivedanta Academy, A-5, Opposite NTPC office, Agrasen Marg, Sector-33, 
Noida, Uttar Pradesh 201301 

Celebrating 50 years of ISKCON 

Govinda Dham and Bhaktivedanta Academy‟s 
Monthly Newsletter 
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The Supreme Lord stands on a brick 
The amazing pastime of Sri Vitthala 

 

The word „vitha‟ in Marathi means brick and 
„uba‟ means standing. Henceforth, the Lord 
was addressed as Vithoba or Vitthala by His 
devotees. In the meantime, queen Rukmini 
also returns from Dindirvana andjoins Him.  

This self manifested deity of Sri Vitthala is 
still worshiped in Pandharpur, along with his 
queen Rukmini Devi. 

 

Bhakta Pundarik asking the Lord to wait outside                  
Painting: Raghuvir Mulgaonkar 

After all, what made the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead stand on a brick? The wonderful 
pastime of Sri Krishna as Lord Vitthala is 
described in the Padma Purana and the Skanda 
Purana as follows. 

The eternal consort of Sri Krishna, Srimati 
Radharani once visited Dwaraka, where Sri 
Krishna was ruling as a King. Upon watching 
the Lord of the Gopis spending His time with 
Radharani, one of His queens- Rukmini Devi 
became upset and left for Dindirvana forest 
near Pandharpur, Maharashtra. 

In search of His queen, Sri Krishna reaches 
Pandharpur. Not being able to find her, the 
Lord decides to visit the home of His devotee 
Pundarik. 

Sri Krishna stood at the door to meet Pundarik. 
But Pundarik was so busy, dedicatedly serving 
his parents that he could not cater any guests. 
So Pundarik gives Lord a brick to sit and wait 
until his service is finished. Bhakta-vatsala 
Panduranga takes the loving orders of His 
devotee and waits on the brick in a standing 
posture with His hands resting on His hips.  

 

Sri Sri Rukmini Vitthala of Pandharpur, Maharashtra 
Source: vitthalrukminimandir.org 
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What is Sri Vyasa Puja? 

 

Sri Sri Radha Pandharinatha , ISKCON Pandharpur  
Photo: Rohininandana Das 

 

sākṣād-dharitvena samasta-śāstrair 
uktas tathā bhāvyata eva sadbhiḥ 
kintu prabhor yaḥ priya eva tasya 
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam 

(Sri Guruvashtakam verse 7) 

"In the revealed scriptures it is declared that 
the spiritual master should be worshiped like 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and this 
injunction is obeyed by pure devotees of the 
Lord. The spiritual master is the most 
confidential servant of the Lord. Thus let us 
offer our respectful obeisances unto the lotus 
feet of our spiritual master." 
 
In Srimad Bhagavatam (11.17.27) Sri Krishna, 
the Supreme personality of Godhead says, 
ācāryaṁ māṁ vijānīyān-“one should understand 
the spiritual master to be as good as I am.”  

The blessed Lord further adds, “Nobody 
should be jealous of the spiritual master or 
think of him as an ordinary man, because the 
spiritual master is the sum total of all 
demigods.” 

A spiritual master or acarya coming in a 
bonafide disciplic succession has no other 
business in this material world than to act as 
a transparent via medium of the vedic 
knowledge descending from the Lord 
Himself. And since, such a bonafide spiritual 
master is the living representative of Srila 
Vyasadeva, the prime authority of the 
transcendental knowledge who complied the 
Vedas and the Puranas, therefore, the 
appearance or birth of such a great 
personality is celebrated as Sri Vyasa puja. 
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Special coverage Sri Vyasa Puja of His Holiness 
Lokanath Swami Maharaja 

  
His Holiness Lokanath Swami Maharaja His Divine Grace A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

67th Vyasa puja of His Holiness Lokanath 
Swami Maharaj was celebrated with great love 
and grandeur in the holy place of Pandharpur 
on 15th July by his disciples and well-wishers. 
The event was hosted by the ISKCON center at 
Pandharpur located on the banks of River 
Chandrabhaga. The arrangement reflected the 
love and dedication of the devotees. On the day 
of Vyasa Puja, the lecture and kirtan by His 
Holiness melted the hearts of the assembled 
devotees and scores of pilgrims who came to 
visit Sri Sri Vithhala Rukmini. Very soon the 
entire event transformed into a festival.  

The loving celebrations further continued in 
Noida. The love and warmth of the devotees 
for their dear spiritual master surcharged the 
whole atmosphere. After performing abhishek 
and Gurupuja, devotees offered many 
delicious preparations to His Holiness. And 
Lokanath Swami Maharaja also reciprocated 
the love of the devotees by tasting each 
preparation.  

Such a loving exchange between a spiritual 
master and his disciples and well-wishers will 
remain etched in our memories forever. 

  
Sri Sri Radha Pandharinatha –Boat festival on River 

Chandrabhaga 
A curious pilgrim going through Srila Prabhupada’s 

books 
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Clockwise from top: 

 The bank of river Chandrabhaga 
 Sant Tukaram 
 Family of HH Lokanath Swami Maharaja 
 Abhishek and Gurupuja of His Holiness 

Lokanath Swami Maharaja 
 Distribution of prasadam in the Prasadam 

pandal 
 Initiation ceremony 

Photos : Rohininandana Das 
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HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA  KRISHNA KRISHNA HARE HARE HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA 
RAMA HARE HARE 

Vyasa puja celebration at ISKCON Noida 

  

 

  

 

Photos: Sacinayan Gaura Das 
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Caturmasya 
ALERT!!! 

 

19 Aug- 16 Sep- Fast from Yogurt 

The four months beginning from Sayana Ekadasi (June-July) until Uttana-Ekadasi in 
the month of Kartik (Oct-Nov) constitute Caturmasya fast.  

The purpose of this four month fasting is to decrease sense gratification and absorb 
ourselves in Krishna conscious devotional activities. The first month of 
Caturamasya begins with fasting from „shak‟ or green leafy vegetables like spinach, 
followed by fasting from yogurt, milk and urad dal in the consecutive months. 
Please keep an eye on this section for reminders. 

You can read more about what Srila Prabhupada said about Caturmasya on 
http://www.vedabase.com/en/cc/madhya/4/169 
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  Balaram Jayanti & Jhulan yatra celebrations   

 

 

Lord Balaram, adi-guru or the original spiritual master is the 
immediate expansion of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Sri Krishna. Actually there is no difference between Lord 
Balaram and Sri Krishna except for their form.  

Adorned with blue garments, He can be seen with a club in 
His lotus hands for the protection of devotees. 

The source of the entire spiritual world, Lord Balaram is 
always in servitude mood towards Krishna. It is only by the 
mercy of Sri Balaram can one attain pure devotional service at 
the lotus feet of Lord Sri Krishna.  

bhakta-abhimāna mūla śrī-balarāme 
sei bhāve anugata tāṅra aṁśa-gaṇe 

“The source of the sentiment of servitude is indeed Lord 
Balarāma. The plenary expansions who follow Him are all 
influenced by that ecstasy.” [Cc Adi 6.88] 

Therefore, on this most auspicious occasion of His 
appearance may we all fall at His louts feet and beg for His 
causeless mercy on us so that we may always remain engaged 
in the service of Sri Guru and Sri Krishna. 

 

 

ISKCON Noida celebrated the appearance of 
Lord Balaram on 18th August by observing fast 
till noon. The evening commemorated in 
ecstatic kirtan, followed by narration of 
pastimes of Sri Sri Krishna Balaram by His 
Grace Vamsidhar Prabhu. The main attraction 
of the evening was the „matki phod utsav‟.  A 
clay pot filled with a bottle of honey and 
sweets was placed hanging in the temple hall. 

Devotees enthusiastically participated in 
trying to break the pot, helping us remember 
the sweet pastimes of the cowherd boys of 
Vrindavan. A sumptuous feast followed this 
event, where a special drink „varuni‟ which is 
very dear to Lord Balaram was served to all 
after offering it to Lord Balaram. 
 

Matki-phod utsav                                             
Photos: Sacinayan Gaur Das 
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Jhulan yatra celebrations at ISKCON Noida 

The celebration of appearance of Lord 
Balaram coincides with the end of Jhulan 
yatra- a festival that starts four days before. 
During the monsoon season the air becomes 
heavy and humid, causing discomfort to all 
living entities.  Therefore, the devotees make 
 

 

special arrangement for Their Lordships by 
making Them sit on a swing. As the swing is 
moved by the devotees, the cool breeze pleases 
Sri Sri Radha Govindadev. ISKCON Noida 
prepared a special swing and every devotee got 
an opportunity to render this pleasing service. 
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 IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

 28th Aug- Annada Ekadasi 

 6th Sept- Appearance Day of 

Srimati Sita Thakurani  

 7 Sept- Lalita Sasti 

 13 Sept- Parsva Ekadasi 

 14 Sept-  Appearance day of Sri 

Jiva Goswami  

 15 Sept- Appearance day of Srila 

Bhaktivinode Thakura 

HOW CAN I SERVE SRI SRI RADHA 
GOVINDA DEV? 

 Have some spare time? Come 
attend our wonderful morning, 
noon and evening programs. 

 Born with a talent? Use your skills 
in serving Sri Sri Radha Govinda 
Dev. 

 Like music and delicious food? 
Attend our Sunday Love Feast 
program at noon. 

 Want to contribute some donation 
or become a life member? Contact: 
Bharat Ram Das [9717465618] & 
Prannath Das [9891206084] 

 

"Maya means forgetfulness of Krishna, and forgetfulness of Krishna and Krishna consciousness stand 
side by side like light and shadow. If one remains in shadow, he cannot enjoy the facilities offered by 
light, and if one remains in light, he cannot be disturbed by the darkness of shadow. By taking to 
Krishna consciousness, one gradually becomes liberated and remains in light. Indeed, he does not even 
touch the darkness."- Srila Prabhupada 

HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA KRISHNA KRISHNA KRISHNA HARE HARE 
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE 

           CHANT AND BE HAPPY! 

 UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 25th Aug- Sri Krishna Janmas-
thami 

 26th Aug- appearance  day of Srila 
Prabhupada 

 9th Sept- Radhashtami 
 14th Sept- Sri Vamana dwadasi 

 

For feedback, suggestions and 
enquiries, please contact:  

Vedanta Chaitanya Das 
vcd.lns@gmail.com 

EDITORIAL TEAM:  

 Vedanta Chaitanya Das, Krishna 
Bhakta Das, Rohininandana Das, 
Shyamapriya Devi Dasi. 

 


