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Hare Krishna! Dear Reader,
In this issue we are adding a new feature- How I
came to Krishna consciousness. The purpose of this
section is to share with you the personal journey of
devotees, how and what made them to take up this
wonderful path of Krishna consciousness.
These past two months have been super ecstatic!
Starting with Rath yatra, ISKCON Noida celebrated
its third anniversary coinciding with celebration of
the appearance day of Lord Nityananda with lot of
pomp. It was followed by grand celebration of Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu‟s appearance on Gaura
Purnima. You are cordially invited to join us! Every
day is a celebration in Krishna Consciousness. Why
deprive yourself of all the bliss!
Your servants,
at the editorial team

Govind Dham and Bhaktivedanta Academy, A-5, Opposite NTPC office, Agrasen Marg, Sector-33,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh 201301

Lord Jagannatha goes out on a chariot ride

His Holiness Lokanath Swami Maharaj with Their Lordships Sri Sri Jagannatha, Baladeva and Devi Subhadra

What‟s so special about Lord Jagannatha?
rathārūḍho gacchan pathi milita-bhūdeva-paṭalaiḥ
stuti-prādurbhāvam prati-padam upākarṇya sadayaḥ
dayā-sindhur bandhuḥ sakala jagatāṁ sindhu-sutayā
jagannāthah svāmī nayana-patha-gāmī bhavatu me
(Jagannathashtakam, verse 5)

“When Jagannatha's Ratha-yatra cart is
moving along the road, at every step
assemblies of brahmanas sing His praises.
Upon hearing them, Jagannatha, being an
ocean of mercy and the true friend of all
the worlds, becomes favourably disposed
towards them -- may that Sri Jagannathadeva be the object of my vision.” Yes,
Lord Jagannatha is equally disposed to all!
On 5th February, Lord Jagannatha along
with His brother Lord Balaram and sister

Devi Subhadra went out on a chariot ride
just to bless everyone. With His bumble
bee eyes He mercifully glanced on every
living entity without discriminating if
one is in a human body, or a tree body or
a dog body. Lord is so merciful that
even if we, the so called the man of the
„modern‟ world is so busy to see Him,
the most compassionate Lord Jagannatha
comes out to see us.
The grand procession started from
Gurudwara, sector 18- Noida and ended
back at the temple in sector 33. It was
amazing to notice that even demigods
expressed their happiness by showering
a light drizzle of rain followed by a very

pleasant weather throughout.
In Purushottama kshetra- Puri, Lord
Jagannatha‟s mercy is available to everyone in the form of His prasadam. On 5th
February more than 5000 people availed
the wonderful opportunity of not only
having darshan of Lord Jagannatha but
also of honouring His magnificent
prasadam, which has the sublime power
to transform one‟s heart and life.

His Holiness Lokanath Swami Maharaj

His Holiness Lokanath Swami Maharaj
and His Holiness Ram Govind Maharaj
were leading the procession. Many
devotees from different places like Sri
Vrindavana, Delhi ISKCON participated
in this wonderful yatra.

His Holiness Ram Govind Maharaj

Appearance of the most merciful Lords –
Sri Nityananda & Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
A Great vaisnava acarya Srila Narottama
Das Thakura singsVrajendra-nandana jei, saci-suta hoilo sei,
balarama hoilo nitai
dina-hina jata chilo, hari-name uddharilo,
tara sakshi jagai madhai
Tanslation: Lord Krishna, who is the son
of the King of Vraja, became the son of
Saci (Lord Caitanya), and Lord Balarama
became Nitai. The holy name delivered all
those souls who were lowly and wretched.
The two sinners Jagai and Madhai are
evidence of this. [Verse 3, Ishta-deve
Vijnapti from Prarthana]
The
appearance
of
these
divine
personalities is only to deliver the fallen
souls in the iron age of kali simply by the
process
of chanting- Hari
nama
sankirtana. This is clearly depicted in the
delivery of two miscreant brothers Jagai
and Madhai. Though born in a brahmana
family, these two brothers Jagai and
Madhai were number one debauchers.
They used to drink, hunt women and eat
meat. When Lord Nityananda and Sri
Haridas Thakur were preaching them to
chant the holy names of Lord Sri Krishna,
in
response
they
attacked
Lord
Nityananda with an earthen pot. When
blood starting dripping from the forehead
of Lord Nityananda, Lord Caitanya could
not tolerate and at once invokes His
weapon

Lotus feet of Lord Nityananda

lotus feet of Lord Nityananda are a
shelter where one will get the soothing
moonlight not only of one, but of
millions of moons. If the world wants to
have real peace, it should take shelter of
Lord Nityananda. Unless one takes
shelter under the shade of the lotus feet
of Lord Nityananda, it will be very
difficult for him to approach RadhaKrsna. If one actually wants to enter into
the dancing party of Radha-Krsna, he
must firmly catch hold of the lotus feet
of Lord Nityananda.”

Delivery of Jagai and Madhai

Sudharshana disc. However, the most
compassionate and most merciful Lord
Nityananda begs Lord Caitanya to forgive
Jagai and Madhai and reminds Him of His
role in Kali yuga is to deliver all the fallen
souls by giving them the holy names of
the Lord and and not by killing them.
Anyone who wants to approach
Maharaprabhu, who is Sri Krishna
Himself in the mood of Srimati Radharani
should take shelter of the lotus feet of
Lord Nityananda.
nitāi-pada-kamala, koṭi-candra-suśītala
je chāyāy jagata jurāy
heno nitāi bine bhāi, rādhā-krsna pāite nāi
drdha kori' dharo nitāir pāy
Srila Narottama Das Thakura says- “The

ISKCON
Noida
celebrated
the
appearance of Lord Nityananda on 9th
February with great festive spirit. The
day also coincides with the third
anniversary of Govinda Dham, ISKCON
Noida.
On full moon day of 12th March, Lord
Caitanya‟s
appearance
day
was
celebrated with great vigor. However,
the festival for the devotees of Noida
started much before on 8th March with
the arrival of His Holiness Lokanath
Swami Maharaj. Devotees relished the
nectar of Gaur Katha by Maharaj from 912 March in the newly inaugurated
auditorium in Govinda Dham. Also, the
devotees of Noida were very fortunate to
have witnessed the rarest ceremony of
sannyasa diksha given by H H Lokanath
Swami Maharaj to his disciple H G Rupa
Raghunath Prabhu who later became HH
Rupa Raghunath Swami. After abhishek
ceremony, prasadam was served to all.

HH Lokanath Swami Maharaj’s arrival at Delhi airport

Gaur Katha by HH Lokanath Swami Maharaj

Drama presentation by ISKCON Youth Forum & Bhakti Vinod Sabha, Noida

Mangal arti- Gaura Purnima

Darshan Arti- Sri Sri Radha Govindadev

Sannyasa diksha of HG Rupa Raghunath Prabhu

Initiation yajna ceremony

y

Grand opening of the Auditorium at Govind Dham

There are many ways to express love and
devotion to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Sri Krishna. Arts- music and
dance is not only an expression of love for
God but a way to promote spiritual
awakening. With this insight, ISKCON
Noida celebrated the grand opening of its
much awaited auditorium “Bhakti Kala
Kshetra” on the occasion of Gaura
Purnima on 12th March by His Holiness
Lokanath Swami Maharaj. Among the
chief guests were His Grace Sriman Kratu
Prabhu, Mr. Ved Vyas- Chairman, Prakash
Industries, Mr. Rajeev Gupta, Chairman,
Kei
Industries,
Mr.B.P.
Aggarwal,
Chairman, Priya Gold Biscuits, His Grace
Vamsidhar
Prabhu,
Co-President,
ISKCON, Noida, His Grace Krishnabhakta
Prabhu, Co-President, ISKCON, Noida.
With an area of 12700 Sq Ft, the auditorium has a seating capacity of more than

500 people. It is fully air conditioned
with modern facilities and state of the
art light and sound system which will
not only enhance the beauty but also the
quality of presentation of various
cultural programmes. The aim of the
auditorium is to promote Vedic culture.
Keeping this in view ISKCON Noida is
encouraging
various
organizationsschools, spiritual and others to utilize
this facility by lending the auditorium
for organizing events.
On 26th March, the auditorium opened
its doors for screening of devotional
movies with its exceptional screen and
sound quality. More than 300 devotees
attended the screening of “Little
Krishna”. A nominal fee of Rupees 50
was charged per head to cover the
maintenance of the newly built
auditorium.

H G Krishnabhakta Das & H H Lokanath Swami

H G Sriman Kratu Prabhu & HG Vamsidhar Das

H H Lokanath Swami maharaj & H G Sriman Kratu Prabhu with the chief guests

Cultural program by various artists

Screening of “Little Krishna”

How I came to Krishna Consciousness:
HG Rasraj Gaur Das (Interviewed by Sri Chaitanya Das )
Sri Chaitanya Das (SCD): Hare Krishna!
Prabhu.
Rasraj Gaur Das (RGD): Hare Krishna!
SCD: When was the first time you ever
visited a ISKCON temple?
RGD: It was in year 2011 when I was
working for a Pune based IT company in
Dubai, when I came to the ISKCON
temple for the very first time.
SCD: Please could you share with us,
what inspired you towards the path of
Krishna Consciousness?
RGD: During my stay in Dubai, I used to
be frustrated due to my uncontrolled
senses. I was indulging in too much
sense gratification and in activities
which I did not want to do. Eventually,
lamentation set in. I started to wonder
why am I living my life like an animal. I
was desperately seeking an answer to
the unwanted lifestyle I was leading. I
tried to look for an answer in books
about Buddhism but found it to be just a
dry set of rules, which did not appeal me
much. Then, on my father‟s suggestion I
got a copy Bhagavad-gita as-it-is but
could not develop taste to read.
However, in year 2013 by the mercy of
Sri Krishna certain situations in my life
brought me back to my quest enlighten-

In pic: HG Rasraj Guar Das

-ment and I started to read Bhagavad-gita.
When I found out that Sri Krishna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, I
accepted this fact immediately, without
hesitation. Also, when I first came in
contact
with
the
Hare
Krishna
mahamantra, the very moment I loudly
chanted the entire mantra Hare Krishna
Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare
Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare
Hare and felt great! Then I called my
parents in India and shared this
wonderful experience with them.
SCD: So, what did your parents had to
say about your spiritual experience?

RGD : My parents (in Patna, India)
informed me that a devotee from
ISKCON Patna had visited our home
asking them to take life membership.
Very soon after that, when I visited
India, we visited ISKCON temple and
became life members. I see all this as
divine arrangement of Sri Krishna.

how it helped me lay a good foundation
for my spiritual life ahead. Soon after
that I and my family moved to Noida. It
was after reading Srila Prabhupada‟s
books, followed by many favorable
Krishna conscious events in my life
which eventually convinced me to
dedicate my whole life to the movement.

SCD: When did you decide to dedicate
your life to this wonderful Hare Krishna
movement?

--------------------------------------------------------

RGD: When my work took me to Hong
Kong, I regularly started to visit the
ISKCON center there. And now I can see

HG Rasraj Gaur Das is a full time
Brahmachari in ISKCON Greater Noida
with about 10 years of experience in IT
sector and is a leading youth preacher.

The most merciful Sri Gaur Natraj Dayal Nitai, ISKCON center, Greater Noida
Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare

HOW CAN I SERVE
SRI SRI RADHA GOVINDA DEV?
 Have some spare time? Come attend
our wonderful morning, noon and
evening programs.
 Born with a talent? Use your skills in
serving Sri Sri Radha Govinda Dev.
 Like music and delicious food?
Attend our Sunday Love Feast
program at noon.
 Want to contribute some donation or
become a life member? Contact:
Bhisma Department, ISKCON Noida
HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA KRISHNA KRISHNA HARE
HARE HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE
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IMPORTANT DAYS

 2nd April: Jagannatha Ratha
Yatra, Greater Noida
 5th April: Ram Navami
 7th April: Kamada Ekadasi
 11th April: Sri Balarama
Rasayatra, Sri Vamsivadana
Thakura Appearance, Sri Syamananda Prabhu Appearance
 14th April: Tulasi Jala dan begins
 21st April: Srila Vrindavana Dasa
Thakura Disappearance
 23rd April: Varuthini Ekadasi
 26th April: Sri Gadadhara
Pandita Appearance
 29th April: Candana yatra starts

For feedback, suggestions and enquiries, please contact: Vedanta Chaitanya Das vcd.lns@gmail.com
[VCD(dot)LNS(at)GMAIL(dot)COM]

"Maya means forgetfulness of Krishna, and forgetfulness of Krishna and Krishna consciousness stand side
by side like light and shadow. If one remains in shadow, he cannot enjoy the facilities offered by light, and
if one remains in light, he cannot be disturbed by the darkness of shadow. By taking to Krishna
consciousness, one gradually becomes liberated and remains in light. Indeed, he does not even touch the
darkness."- Srila Prabhupada
HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA KRISHNA KRISHNA KRISHNA HARE
HARE RAMAHARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE

CHANT AND BE HAPPY!

